ANDREW JACKSON.
767
vide up her scant revenue. What a blessing to any people in a great crisis to have a big man at the head!
Only intelligent and laborious searchers after the truth of history will know through the coming ages what Marshall on the bench, and Jackson in the field and in the Cabinet, were worth in putting the great republic on its feet.
In one respect the Indian question surpassed all the others that came in our early history. The conflicts between the Federal and the State Governments were more intense as well as more deeply seated; involving the great questions of justice, sympathy, rights of property, and the homes of a brave, savage race ready and willing to fight and die for the land in which slept the bones of their ancestors.
Within the limits of the old States, when the Constitution was adopted, and in the territories where the new States were formed, were found many tribes of Indians whose possessory right, with well-defined boundaries, far exceeded any claim we had by occupancy or discovery.
At first, when the white population was small and thinly scattered, the Indian possessions were scarcely considered; but as the population increased, a State within the State, made up of an only partially civilized people with their own government and laws, and a provision in the Constitution that no State shall be formed within a State, the question, in a social as well as in a political point of view, came to be serious and threatening.
The question was further complicated between the Federal Government and the States, by the various treaties entered into with the Indians by the Federal Government, which treaties were set up and pleaded by the Indians in their litigation between them and the States, but were wholly disregarded by the States, notably Georgia and Tennessee.ths to be allowed citizens of each power residing in the dominions of the other to settle their affairs and remove."
